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   On June 22nd we had our 
summer members meeting. After 
a BBQ brisket lunch with some 
great side dishes from those who 
attended, we voted on four board 
members. Three were renewals 
and one new member to fill a 
vacancy. The board now consists 
of 8 members. See the photo 
elsewhere in this newsletter.
   After the election, our Refuge 
Officer gave a presentation on 
the border activity in Arizona, 
which he took part in. It was a very 
interesting talk and enlightening.
   The Dragonfly Festival is on the 
horizon in September and we 
will release more of the Monarch 
butterflies. A new presentation on 
Bats will be highlighted. We need 
volunteers to help with and plan 
the event. Please call Steve Alverez 
@ 575-625-4009 or Jimmy Masters 
@ 575-626-0531 to volunteer.
   In October we plan to again 
participate in the Arts and Science 
Festival on October 12 in Roswell.
Cranes and Cocoa will again 

be held the first Saturday after 
Thanksgiving.
   Thanks to all our Board Members, 
Friends members and volunteers 
who helped make this another 
GREAT YEAR for Bitter Lake 
National Wildlife Refuge.
   Let’s continue to make 2019 the 
best ever.

See you at the Dragonfly Festival!!

  Don Weld, President

  

  Our favorite Friends 
quilt artist, Suzie Flynt, 
continues to wow us 
with her talent.
  Her quilts have been 
a very popular Festival 
mainstay for years. 
Suzie’s creation this  
year is smaller, at wall 
hanging size, but no less 
spectacular. Buy some 
tickets for a chance to 
have this beauty grace 
your wall, and help the 
Refuge, too!

Back – Left to right:  Merideth Hildreth, Sue Weston, Susan Goldstrom, Jana Burch, Barbara Scheer
Front – Jim Montgomery, Jimmy Masters, Don Weld

2019 board members



2019 dragonfly festival

  Living in the Roswell area since 
2001, I would have to say that 
the weather pattern this year 
was noticeably different from 
past seasons. It seemed to me 
that the days were cooler, and 
the skies appeared much more 
overcast. I remember teasing 
one of our RV volunteers from 
Florida who would complain 
about being cold all the time. 
I’d often tell her that someday 
things would start getting 
warmer. “Sure Steve”, she 
would say while putting on a 
sweater. Needless to mention, 
she moved back to Florida! 
Eventually things did begin to 
warm up again. With spring 
showers coming in and warmer 
temperatures rising, Mother 
Nature’s timing seemed to be 
just right. 
  To everyone’s delight, the 
unusual weather triggered 
one of the most colorful 

spring blooms that I have ever 
experienced at Bitter Lake 
National Wildlife Refuge. Not 
only was I pleasantly surprised 
by the abundance of wildflowers 
on the refuge, but along our 
walking trails, the variety and 
number of butterflies caught my 
attention.  I have never seen so 
many butterflies on the refuge 
before. 
  Speaking of butterflies, one of 
last year’s festival highlights was 
the releasing of 75 Monarch 
butterflies into the wild. Since 
the event was so popular, the 
refuge plans to release 150 more 
at this year’s Dragonfly Festival. 
If you have a child or know of 
a kid interested in releasing 
a Monarch butterfly, please 
contact the refuge to reserve a 
butterfly.
  This year we will kick-off 
the celebration on Friday, 
September 6th with a free 

live bat presentation by the 
New Mexico Bat Society. The 
program will be held in the 
Joseph R. Skeen Visitor Center 
at 6:30 p.m. on a first-come first-
serve basis. Seating is limited, so 
please arrive early. Following the 
bat presentation, the Roswell 
Astronomy Club will be setting 
up telescopes for a fun evening 
of stargazing at the refuge. Away 
from the city lights of Roswell, 
the views are often exceptional.  
The stargazing event is free and 
open to everyone. 
  The fun continues on Saturday 
September 7th as other special 
events are planned throughout 
the day. Join professional 
dragonfly experts with the 
ever-popular dragonfly tours. 
Come see and experience one 
of the largest populations of 
dragonflies in North America 
with over 100 species recorded 
at Bitter Lake National Wildlife 

come see and experience 
one of the largest 
populations of dragonflies 
in North america



Refuge. 
  Join wildlife biologist Jeff 
Beauchamp behind the 
scenes as he shows guests the 
management techniques used 
to protect wildlife and highlight 
the natural resources of the 
refuge. If you’re an early riser, 
register to take the early bird 
tour led by veteran volunteer, 
Dr. Jim Montgomery. Come see 
and enjoy some of the 350 birds 
recorded at the refuge.
  At 11:00 am, on Saturday, the 

New Mexico Bat Society will 
give a repeat presentation of 
their live bat program in the 
Joseph R. Skeen Visitor Center.  
At 2:00 pm, Laura McCain from 
New Mexico Raptors will again 
present “Birds of Prey.” Seating 
is limited for both programs and 
is on a first-come first-served 
basis. Meet at the visitor center 
auditorium. 
  We will also be offering many 
fun and hands-on opportunities 
for kids: a kids’ fishing tank 

loaded with hungry catfish; an 
archery shooting training area; 
arts and crafts and educational 
booths with new activities; 
and a wildlife discovery hunt 
designed specifically for kids 
seeking adventure in learning 
about wildlife.  For tour and 
festival information, call (575) 
625-4011.  Reservations will be 
taken by phone starting August 
1, 2019.


